
2023-24 Hebrew School Curriculum by Grade Level

Kita Aleph

Students are introduced to Jewish values, rituals, traditions, and customs in an exciting

hands-on manner using stories, music, art, and movement. Students learn through interactive

play and performance to understand historical events.

Students begin learning the Hebrew alphabet through craft activities, (eg. string art, popsicle

sticks, playdough, construction paper) movement (contorting their bodies into the shape of

letters) as well as through decoding. They begin to learn basic words and simple prayers and

songs, becoming familiar with the people and objects associated with the synagogue and

Shabbat, and begin to learn Brachot (blessings) over food and daily life.

Kitah Bet

Students continue to develop proficiency in Hebrew reading and continue formal prayer study.

They will study the book of Bereshit (Genesis) in more detail along with an entire unit on the

10 commandments. Kitah Bet students will begin building and understanding their Jewish

identity by looking at our community and the connections we have to our Jewish heritage,

culture and values. Students engage in arts projects, such as creating a poster of how they

think Shusan looked in 5th century BCE Persia, or making their own spice boxes used to end

Shabbat. In addition, the Students will continue to learn about the holidays and take a deeper

dive into the customs and traditions and the reasons we practice them.

Students begin their journey towards developing reading fluency and start learning prayers in

a siddur. In addition, students will begin to learn about the Friday night Service (Kabbalat

Shabbat), focusing on common prayers like the Shema, V’ahavta and Aleinu. Building Jewish

identity continues with the study of more advanced concepts, such as what is sacred time and

how we engage in the practice of Tikkun Olam, repairing the world. In addition, the Bet

students begin exploring their connection with God and spirituality.

Kitah Gimmel

Students continue developing their Jewish identity, learning about our sacred texts and how

they define and enrich Jewish life. Students continue to learn about mitzvot, the concept of

Tikkun Olam (repairing the world) and social justice, exploring how social action fits into their

world today through the lens of the Torah’s teachings.



Students continue to expand their Hebrew vocabulary using games, flash cards, competitive

activities, and, for the stronger students, taking turns teaching portions of the class. Students

do research on a weeks-long project that culminates with a presentation to parents at the

end of the year.

Students continue working towards reading fluency in preparation for the start of their B’nai

mitzvah lessons. The language objective for Kitah Gimmel is to become familiar with Kabbalat

Shabbat services on Friday nights as well as our liturgy on Shabbat mornings. Our goal is for

students ages 10 - 13 to play an active role in a Friday night service. To reinforce this

objective, ACI will start a Junior Congregation service in the fall of 2023 that will be adult

facilitated but student-led, held once per month, contemporaneously with the adult services.

But above all, what ACI has sought to develop in our students is a strong sense of community

and Jewish identity, to provide them with a feeling of belonging with shared values and a

collective purpose. By nurturing their Jewish identity, ACI has sought to instill in our children

a profound understanding and appreciation of their rich cultural heritage and develop a sense

of pride in who they are and optimism for who they want to become.

Sample Tuesday Schedule

3:00 - 3:25 Student arrival, snacks, ice breaker activities, holiday themed crossword

puzzles or word searches

3:30-4:00 Music with Morah Shanah. Students learn songs related to upcoming Jewish

festivals & holidays as well as common prayers

4:05-4:35 Hebrew language instruction with Moreh David

4:40 - 5:15 Jewish history, traditions, culture, holidays, understanding the Hebrew

calendar with Morah Esther

5:20-5:30 Tefillah with the teachers and a d’var torah by Rabbi Josh in chapel or main

sanctuary


